
HOW TO USE 
THIS GROUP 

GUIDE

CONNECT (10 MINS) 
• Pick one or more of the warm-up 

questions and have all the group 
members give a response to the 
question(s). 

• Make sure everybody gets a 
chance to speak. Don’t let 
talkative people dominate the 
conversation, but graciously 
welcome everybody to 
participate. 

…



TRUTH (15–20 MIN) 
• Read the scriptures and 

paragraphs in this section to 
clearly communicate what the 
Bible says about the week’s topic. 

• “DISCUSS” sections: These 
sections get people discussing 
the practical implications of the 
truth being discussed. Have one 
or two people give an answer, 
but don’t spend too much time 
on these questions. 

GRACE (5 MINS) 
• Read the grace scripture and 

section which shows how the 
passage points to Jesus Christ 
and God’s grace.  

• This section is really important, 
because it shows that life change 
begins with the grace of God and 
not our own efforts.



CHANGE (10–15 MINS) 
• Have everyone give an answer to 

each of the change questions. 

• Take a good amount of time here. 
Really encourage people to think 
through how they can practically 
put truth into action. 

PRAYER (10–15 MINS) 
• Read through the prayer focus 

points and have one or two 
people in the group pray. 

• Make sure not to rush through 
prayer. The things we want God 
to change in our lives will often 
happen through prayer. 

DISCIPLESHIP CHECK-IN (2 MINS) 

• This final portion aims to get 
people reading the Bible for 
themselves and thinking about 
engaging others with the gospel.



When God Seems Gone

Week 1

Group Guide



CONNECT

✦ What are some of your favorite 
things to do as the weather starts 
getting warmer?

BREAK THE ICE AND  
GET PEOPLE TALKING



TRUTH

READ: Habakkuk 1:1–11 

DISCUSS: Describe a time in your life 
when it seemed like God wasn’t 
answering your prayers. 

Habakkuk prophesied during the final 
years of Israel’s southern kingdom — 
often called Judah — before they were 
conquered by Babylon. Judah was a 
terrible place to live at the time. It was 
filled with violence, injustice, and 
corrupt leaders. Even though 
Habakkuk prayed for God to help, 
things only seemed to get worse. So 
Habakkuk cried out to God in protest. 
God answered. The book of 
Habakkuk is that exchange, and it 
helps us know how to respond in 
times of life when God seems gone.

UNDERSTAND AND DISCUSS  
THE SCRIPTURE’S MEANING



SEEING EVIL &  
HEARING SILENCE 

READ: 2 Kings 21:1–6 

DISCUSS: What about Manasseh’s 
reign stands out to you as 
particularly evil? 

Habakkuk lived during the reigns of 
some of Judah’s worst kings, where 
violence and iniquity would’ve 
literally been right in front of his 
face. And God seemed to be doing 
nothing about it. Rather than 
distancing himself from God, 
Habakkuk went to God with brutally 
honest questions. We often think we 
need to show up to God perfectly 
composed and unemotional, but 
Habakkuk shows us that we can cry 
out to God when our prayers go 
unanswered.



GOD SEES MORE 

READ: Habakkuk 1:5–11 

DISCUSS: Describe God’s answer to 
Habakkuk in your own words. 

“Seeing” is a major theme in this 
chapter. In verse three, Habakkuk 
asked why God made him “see 
iniquity,” and why God was “idly 
look[ing] at wrong?” God gives 
Habakkuk a vision of something he 
couldn’t see — that God planned to 
use the Chaldeans — also called 
Babylonians — to put an end to the 
injustice in Judah. When we are 
deeply troubled by what we see, we 
must remember that there’s so much 
we don’t see. God’s field of vision is 
far greater than our own. Though it 
shouldn’t stop us from crying out to 
God, the fact that our personal 
perspective has limits should 
humble us.



HIS PLAN IS AT WORK 

READ: Isaiah 46:8–11 

DISCUSS: What’s your reaction to 
the claim that God “will accomplish 
[his] purpose” for all history? 

God says to Habakkuk, “I am raising 
up the Chaldeans.” God wasn’t 
merely responding to unexpected 
events, like a doctor in an 
emergency room. His plan was at 
work. God directs the events of 
history. Injustice won’t go 
unanswered, corruption won’t go 
unchecked, and violence won’t be 
swept under the rug.



READ: Matthew 27:45–46 

Many years after Habakkuk, Jesus 
Christ cried out to God in agony from 
the cross, “Why have you forsaken 
me?” He received silence. Jesus 
didn’t just see violence; he suffered 
through it. But all the while God’s 
plan was at work. Jesus’s death 
means that God’s sovereignty isn’t a 
blind, cold determinism. It’s a 
personal, compassionate, loving plan 
at work. The resurrection of Jesus 
means suffering and violence don’t 
get the final say. God does.

GRACE
SEE HOW THE PASSAGE CONNECTS TO JESUS



CHANGE

✦ How does this exchange between 
Habakkuk and God impact the way 
you process times in life when God 
seems silent? 

✦ On a scale from 1–10 (1 being not 
confident, 10 being fully confident) 
how confident are you that God is 
in control of history? 

✦ In what ways should God’s answer 
to Habakkuk and the death of 
Jesus humble us?

APPLY THE PASSAGE TO OUR  
THOUGHTS, FEELINGS, AND ACTIONS



PRAYER

✦ If there are areas in people’s lives 
where God seems silent, cry out to 
God and ask for his answer. 

✦ Pray for God to work in areas of 
our own world in which you see 
injustice and violence. 

✦ Pray for a deep humility in view of 
God’s sovereignty.

DISCIPLESHIP CHECK-IN 

✦ Have you read your Bible 
consistently the past week? 

✦ Who is someone you're 
engaging with the gospel?

RESPOND TO THE PASSAGE IN PRAYER
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