
HOW TO USE 
THIS GROUP 

GUIDE

CONNECT (10 MINS) 
• Pick one or more of the warm-up 

questions and have all the group 
members give a response to the 
question(s). 

• Make sure everybody gets a 
chance to speak. Don’t let 
talkative people dominate the 
conversation, but graciously 
welcome everybody to 
participate. 

…



TRUTH (15–20 MIN) 
• Read the scriptures and 

paragraphs in this section to 
clearly communicate what the 
Bible says about the week’s topic. 

• “DISCUSS” sections: These 
sections get people discussing 
the practical implications of the 
truth being discussed. Have one 
or two people give an answer, 
but don’t spend too much time 
on these questions. 

GRACE (5 MINS) 
• Read the grace scripture and 

section which shows how the 
passage points to Jesus Christ 
and God’s grace.  

• This section is really important, 
because it shows that life change 
begins with the grace of God and 
not our own efforts.



CHANGE (10–15 MINS) 
• Have everyone give an answer to 

each of the change questions. 

• Take a good amount of time here. 
Really encourage people to think 
through how they can practically 
put truth into action. 

PRAYER (10–15 MINS) 
• Read through the prayer focus 

points and have one or two 
people in the group pray. 

• Make sure not to rush through 
prayer. The things we want God 
to change in our lives will often 
happen through prayer. 

DISCIPLESHIP CHECK-IN (2 MINS) 

• This final portion aims to get 
people reading the Bible for 
themselves and thinking about 
engaging others with the gospel.



When God Seems Gone

Week 2

Group Guide



CONNECT

• Tell of a time you worked on a 
project that took much longer than 
expected. 

• What’s one the most confusing 
books you’ve read or movies you’ve 
seen?

BREAK THE ICE AND  
GET PEOPLE TALKING



TRUTH

READ: Habakkuk 1:12–2:5 

Last week we looked at God’s first 
answer to Habakkuk: that Babylon 
would be the way God would 
confront the injustice and violence in 
Judah. But the conquering 
Babylonians were even more unjust 
and violent than Judah. Confused by 
this plan, Habakkuk’s second 
complaint has to do with whether or 
not God intended to confront 
Babylon’s violence, and if so, when. 
God’s answer help’s us navigate times 
in life when his plan seems confusing 
and slow.

UNDERSTAND AND DISCUSS  
THE SCRIPTURE’S MEANING



CONFUSING 

READ: Habakkuk 1:12–16 

DISCUSS: In these verses, Habakkuk 
first describes God (vv. 12–13a), then 
the Babylonians (vv. 13b–16). Why 
do you think it’s difficult for 
Habakkuk that God is using the 
Babylonians? 

God is able to use sin sinlessly. He 
used the violence of the Babylonians 
as fitting discipline for the violence 
of Judah. However, the violence of 
Babylon wouldn’t go unanswered. In 
the rest of the chapter, we see God’s 
promise to judge Babylon too. He is 
a God of justice, and that means he 
calls every act of injustice to 
account. God doesn’t call evil good, 
yet he can use it for our good.



SLOW 

READ: Habakkuk 1:17–2:2 

DISCUSS: Describe a time in your 
life when God’s plan seemed to be 
working way too slowly. 

God tells Habakkuk to write the 
vision of Babylon’s judgment on 
tablets — an ancient method to 
preserve writing as long as possible. 
This plan is going to take a long time 
to happen, but God wants the vision 
written so the exiles can find hope 
through it. Habakkuk probably 
wanted Babylon confronted five 
minutes after Judah fell, and we 
often want the fulfillment of God’s 
plan for us as soon as possible. Part 
of God’s plan, however, is his timing, 
and that can feel slow and 
frustrating.



HOW TO LIVE 

READ: Habakkuk 2:3–5 

DISCUSS: How would you define the 
word “faith”? 

How do we live and not despair 
when God’s plan seems confusing 
and slow? By faith. God calls us to 
trust him and his plan for us. But he 
takes it further, by telling them to 
“wait for it.” The way you live by faith 
when God seems slow is by 
practicing patience. Faith isn’t just a 
feeling of trust; it’s a determination 
to act in a way that shows your trust. 
The alternative would be taking 
things into our own hands. Living by 
faith means you leave the timing in 
God’s hands.



God calls those who live by faith “the 
righteous.” God gives us 
righteousness as a gift through Jesus 
Christ, because Jesus took our place 
on the cross. The righteous have 
good grounds for trusting God, 
because the same God fulfilled his 
promise to make them righteous. 
When God calls us to wait, confusing 
as it might be, slow as it might seem, 
he has already proven that he is 
trustworthy.

GRACE
SEE HOW THE PASSAGE CONNECTS TO JESUS



CHANGE

• Are there areas in your life right 
now where you’re tempted to take 
things into your own hands rather 
than practicing patience? 

• Habakkuk’s vision on tablets was a 
gift from God to help the exiles live 
by faith. How are you building the 
practice in your life of reading 
God’s word to live by faith? 

• How can the righteousness you’ve 
been given by God through Jesus 
help you practice patience?

APPLY THE PASSAGE TO OUR  
THOUGHTS, FEELINGS, AND ACTIONS



PRAYER

• Habakkuk recounts God’s 
character before his questions. 
Take some time in prayer to recall 
who God is. 

• Stir up your faith by recounting the 
promises of God’s word over our 
lives.

DISCIPLESHIP CHECK-IN 

• Have you read your Bible 
consistently the past week? 

• Who is someone you're 
engaging with the gospel?

RESPOND TO THE PASSAGE IN PRAYER
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